HOW CASTING WORKS

In general every effort is made to ensure that all students who are interested in acting get the full experience of being onstage in a show and that students who participate in Drama every year at Hawthorne Brook will get a chance to play many types of roles. At the same time, we have a large number of talented and enthusiastic young actors, and the number of roles available in any production is always limited. 

Casting is a complicated process; it involves balancing opportunity, parts available, grade level, past participation at Hawthorne Brook and audition performance. There are no guarantees for any actors in show casting.

Here are some factors that are considered when casting shows:

Audition Preparations

( Audition Piece: For the play, actors are asked to prepare a monologue between 30 sec – 1 minute long. In order to be cast in the show, students must memorize the required audition material.

( Audition Packet & Form: This packet includes an Actor Information Form for students and parents/guardians to fill out together, and must be signed by both the student and a parent or guardian prior to the audition.

( Understanding the Commitment: Students and parents/guardians should carefully review the schedules and commitments for the show before the audition.

The Audition Itself

( Performing at auditions. This is a chance for actors to show off what they can do and have fun performing. A certain level of comfort performing/acting skill is important, but "talent" is only one of many factors in casting - it is not the most important consideration.

( Evidence that material has been rehearsed is important in your audition. Rehearsed material is memorized and shows evidence that you have thought about the performance.

( Audition attitude is a major factor in casting. Students with positive attitudes at their audition will increase their chances of getting a good role.

Other Factors

( School Performance and Behavior: Student must be in good academic standing and not have any outstanding discipline issues in order to be cast in a play.

( Past Performance: For students who have been a part of HB shows in the past, some weight will be placed on whether students were responsible with regard to learning lines, coming to rehearsals, and demonstrating good rehearsal and performance behavior.

Grade Level

( Some preference in casting is given to 8th graders who have shown a commitment to theater. This is not a guarantee for any 8th grader. What it means is that 5th and 6th graders are typically cast in ensemble roles where they can learn about being in a production; 7th graders are typically cast in supporting or ensemble roles to continue building performance skills; larger roles are typically reserved for 8th graders who have a history of commitment to drama (including auditioning for plays at HB, attending drama events, and conducting themselves in a respectful and responsible manner in all drama productions). 8th graders who have demonstrated these qualities will be given some extra consideration in casting. Again: this is not a guarantee for any eighth grader! ( I will cast a younger student who works hard over an older student who doesn’t work hard
